New record of whitebarred rubberlip, Plectorhinchus playfairi (Pellegrin, 1914) (Pisces: Haemulidae) from Jubail, Saudi Arabia, Arabian Gulf
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Abstarct The first record of Plectorhinchus playfairi from the Arabian Gulf coasts of Saudi Arabia is reported based on one (270 mm in TL). This account represents the first record of P. playfairi in the Arabian Gulf area. Morphometric and meristic data are provided for this species.
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1 Introduction
The work of Blegvad (1944) marks the birth of modern fish taxonomy in the Arabian Gulf area. Since then, several significant works have been published to designate the fish fauna of the different countries in this area (White and Barwani, 19971; Kuronoma and Abe, 1972, 1986; Relyea, 1981; Fischer and Bianchi, 1984; Hussain et al., 1988; Randall, 1995).
The fish fauna of Saudi Arabian coasts of the Arabian Gulf is among the fauna that receive little attention from the taxonomists. Therefore, no complete and extensive work that contains this fauna is present. However, there are few noteworthy publications have been published on this part of the Arabian Gulf coasts (McCain et al., 1984; Coles and Tarr, 1990; Krupp and Anegay, 1993; Krupp and Müller, 1995; Krupp and Al-Marri, 1996).
Plectorhinchus playfairi is reported from the Red Sea and southern Oman to South Africa and Madagascar (Froese and Pauly, 2014). It is tropical and reef-associated species living in depth reaching 80 m (Lieske and Myers, 1994). In the arabian Gulf area, this species has been reported from the Iraqi waters, north west region of the Arabian Gulf (Jawad and Al-Badri, in press). The present record of P. playfairi is the second from the Arabian Gulf waters and this finding comes as a result of recent taxonomic work in the Saudi Arabian coasts of the Arabian Gulf.
2 Materials and Methods
On 20 November 2013, single specimen of the whitebarred rubberlip, Plectorhinchus playfairi (Figure 1) was collected at Jubail City on the Arabian Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia. The specimen was caught by fishermen using 30 x 10 m drifting gill nets of 25 mm mesh size fishing in the vicinity of Jubail city, Saudi Arabia. The fish measured with dial callipers to the nearest 0.1 mm and weighted to the nearest 1g.The fishermen usually make three to five hauls per hour. The morphometric and meristic details of the species were recorded according to Fischer and Bianchi (1984) (Table 1). The specimen was then fixed in 10% formalin and later preserved in 70% ethanol for deposit in the fish collection of the Fish Welfare Branch, Ministry of Agriculture, Al-Jubail, Saudi Arabia.
3 Results
The total length of the specimen of P. playfairi is 270 mm and the weight 430 g. The morphometric and meristic characters (Table 1) appeared to be similar to those given by Randall (1995).
Plectorhinchus playfairi has the following set of characters: fleshy lips getting swollen in large specimens; six pores on chin with no median pit; gill rakers on first arch 32 to 34. Ctenoid scales ctenoid. Lateral line with about 58 to 60 tubed scales. Mainly with greyish to black colour. Four narrow white cross bars. Base of pectoral fin, mouth and lips pink. Red tips of dorsal fin spines and edge of opercle.
4 Remarks
According to Fischer and Bianchi (1984), Randall (1995) and Froese and Pauly (2013) P. playfairi has never been recorded in the Arabian Gulf waters of. Recently, Jawad and Al-Badri (in press) recorded this species from the Iraqi waters of the Arabian gulf. The present capture thus represents the second record of this species in this area.
Plectorhinchus schotaf differs from this species in having soft part of dorsal fin always longer than spinous part (shorter in P. playfairi); no white cross-bars on body; gillrakers on lower limb of first arch 15 or 16. The other plectorhichid species, P. sordidushas 17 or 18 soft dorsal rays; gillrakers on lower limb of first arch 14 or 15; no white cross bars. The other Plectorhinchus species lack the characteristic white bars.
P. playfairi can attain lengths of 900 mm (Smith and Mckay, 1986). There are few records of this species with standard or total lengths. Froese & Pauly (2014) reported a specimen of 153 mm standard length; this specimen is smaller than the specimen obtained in the present study (230 mm SL). On the other hand, it is smaller than that reported by Randall (1995) (800 mm TL), by Currie et al. (2012) (900 mm TL) and by Jawad and Al-Badri (in press) (432-518 mm TL).
Plectorhinchus playfairi has three synonyms, Diagramma griseum playfairi Pellegrin, 1914, Gaterin playfairi (Pellegrin, 1914),Gaterin batata Smith, 1952 (Froese and Pauly, 2014). It has not been recorded in the Arabian Gulf area previously under any of its synonyms. The importance of the present record of P. playfairi comes as a result of ichthyologic collections in the area and the small number of species of the family Haemulidae in Saudi waters. This species reported in this study is never before recorded in the fish fauna literature of the Saudi coasts of the Arabian Gulf (Fischer and Bianchi, 1984; McCain et al., 1984; Coles and Tarr, 1990; Krupp and Anegay, 1993; Krupp and Müller, 1995; Krupp and Al-Marri, 1996; Carpenter et al., 1997). The reason why P. playfairiwas not recorded before in the Saudi Arabian coasts of the Arabian Gulf might be that it is rare in the area and/or that a lack of an adequate sampling. The use of diverse fish sampling techniques in the area, including scuba diving and underwater photography, already has ended the reputed rarity of several species (Jawad and Al-Mamry, 2009). It is premature to assess whether the present population is represented only by one visitor of P. playfairi, exploring the new area or whether it is a well-established population, probably due to a lack of ichthyologic expeditions and fishery surveys.
Thus, there is a need to investigate further the frequency of occurrence and to study the biological characteristics of this species in order to determine whether it has established a sustainable population in its new surroundings.
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Fig.1. Plectorhinchus playfairi, 270 mm TL.
Table 1 Morphometric and meristic characters of Plectorhinchus playfairi collected from Jubail, Saudi Arabia, Arabian Gulf (TL, total; HL, head length; SL standard length).
	Morphometric/ meristic characters
	

	Total length
	270

	Standard length (% in TL)
	230(85.2)

	Head length (% in SL)
	60(26.1)

	Eye diameter (% in HL)
	10(16.6)

	Preorbital length (% in HL)
	20(33.3)

	Posorbital length (% in HL)
	30(50)

	Predorsal fin length (% in SL)
	80(34.8)

	Postdorsal fin length (% in SL)
	70(30.4)

	Prepectoral fin length (% in SL)
	90(39.1)

	Preanus length (% in SL)
	130(56.5)

	Postanal fin length (% in SL)
	70(30.4)

	Maximum body depth (% in SL)
	110(47.8)

	Caudal peduncle depth (% in SL)
	80(34.8)

	Pectoral fin length (% in SL)
	50(21.7)

	Meristic characters
	

	Dorsal fin spines
	12

	Dorsal fin rays
	19

	Anal fin spines
	3

	Anal fin rays
	7

	Pectoral fin rays
	15
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